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Pesticide Environmental  
Stewardship Program 

(PESP)

In 1994, the EPA initiated the PESP 
program with the goal of:

ñreducing pesticide risk ò.

In 1995, the AMCA was encouraged by 
the EPA to apply to become a 
ñpartnerò in this program. 

http://www.epa.gov/


Pesticide Environmental  
Stewardship Program 

(PESP)

A PESP Working Group was formed 
which developed a Strategy Document

demonstrating how AMCA members 
are carrying out sound environmental 

stewardship.

In 1997, the AMCA became a ñpartnerò 
with the EPA in this program. 

http://www.epa.gov/


Indian River Lagoon
ñEstuary of National Significanceò

ÅLagoonal estuary ï

where fresh and salt 

water mix

Å156 miles long; 

=40% of Floridaôs east 

coast

Å5 inlets connect the 

IRL to the Atlantic 

Ocean



Indian River Lagoon
ñEstuary of National Significanceò

ÅAmericaôs most 
diverse estuary with 
4,000+ species of 
plants & animals

ÅSalt marshes & 
mangrove swamps 
occur on the east & 
west banks, also on  
islands within the IRL 





MOSQUITO CONTROL TECHNIQUES
(used in IPM program)

Â Source reduction
Â Elimination of mosquito 

producing sites (typically

most effective).

Â Larviciding
Â Chemical applications 

to kill mosquito larvae.

Â Adulticiding
Â Chemical applications 

to kill adult mosquitoes.



SOURCE REDUCTION IN FLORIDAôS 
SALT MARSH WETLANDS

Â Dates back to 1920ôs when ditching networks were 

extensively installed either by hand, heavy equipment or 

explosives.

Â Dredging in the mid -1900ôs filled

salt marshes thus eliminating habitat.

Â In the 1950ôs and 60ôs along the 

IRL, 40,000 acres of impoundments 

were created by building earthen dikes 

around mosquito -producing high marsh. 



LOW MARSH VS. HIGH MARSH

Low marsh:

ÂFlooded twice -daily by tides.

ÂDOES NOT PRODUCE MOSQUITOES.



LOW MARSH VS. HIGH MARSH

ÂHigh marsh:

Â Flooded by exceptionally high tides and 
rainfall.

Â DOES PRODUCE MOSQUITOES!!



HIGH MARSH VEGETATION

Â Typically includes:

Â Black mangroves

Â Batis (saltwort)

Â Salicornia (glasswort)

Â Distichlis (salt grass)


