
Entomology 

Insect Biology ðBiological Studies of Insects

Insect Sciences ðAll aspects of the Sciences applied to 
insects in their environments eg. Insect Ecology, 
Medical Entomology, IPM, Taxonomy



Entomology ðThe Science

· Life Science: examples include insect 

genetics/genomics, physiology, systematics, 

ecology

· Applied or Agricultural Science: examples 

include insect pest management in agricultural, 

urban (home and industrial), forests, and 

aquatic environments; vector biology; nuisance 

species

· Insects affect the lives of everyone



Entomology ðThe Science

·Best examples of biodiversity

·Almost all insect species are beneficial

·Insect control and damage costs in 

Georgia usually around $1 billion/year. 

Examples in 2004: Cotton - $92 million, 

ornamental plants - $172.3 million, public 

health $222 million, animal industries -

$23.3 million



Entomology ðThe Science

·Honey Bees ðPollination

·Forensic Entomology ðLegal issues in 

food industry

·Forensic Entomology ðTime and place of 

death in homicide investigations

·Biosecurity/Biosafety and insects in 

warfare



History and Development

·Ancient History of Insects ðEg. Chinese 
and Jewish Cultures

·European Developments

·Entomology in North America

·More Recent Developments ð1900 to 
now: medical, crop protection or 
ecomomic, pesticide era, basic insect 
sciences, IPM, biologicals, biodiversity, 
genomics



UGA Entomology

·Program or mission areas: Teaching, 

Research, and Extension/Outreach

·5 teaching faculty equivalents

·15 research faculty equivalent plus 5 

research faculty members

·10 extension and outreach equivalents


