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The day job….
• Reportable and foreign animal disease 

investigations occur regularly
– Asian Longhorned Tick

– Vesicular/ulcerative/erosive

– TB suspects

– Brucellosis

– RHDV

– Avian influenza

– Screwworm



Georgia: Ports and airports



Surveillance



Valuable information for ticks - Distribution
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• Ambylomma americanum (528)

• Determined to be established in 49 
counties.

• Aggressive biter, transmits Coxiella 
burnetti (Q Fever), Ehrlichia spp., 
viruses

• Amblyomma maculatum (460)

• Determined to be established in 
26 counties.

•  Hepatozoon americanum and 
Spotted Fever Group Rickettsia
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• Dermacentor variabilis (342)

• Determined to be established in 
30 counties.

• Transmits T. equi, A. marginale, 
Spotted Fever Group Rickettsia

• Dermacentor albipictus (3)

• Determined to be established in 2 
counties.

• Severe pest to large ungulate 
species, transmits B. caballi and 
A. marginale

Valuable information for ticks - Distribution
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• Ixodes scapularis (639)

• Determined to be established in 44 
counties.

• B. burgdorferi, Anaplasma sp., 
Babesia sp., viruses

• Haemaphysalis longicornis

• T. orientalis, R. rickettsii, Heartland 
virus

Valuable information for ticks - Distribution



10

D. albipictus

I. scapularis

A. americanum

H. leporispalustris
I. affinis
Amblyomma spp.
A. maculatum
O. megnini
H. longicornis
Ixodes spp.

D. variabilis

I. texanus
I. cookei

• Able to detect more “wildlife” specific 
ticks.

• Tick-Host associations could help to 
determine species responsible from range 
expansions.

• Other than H. longicornis, no new hosts 
were detected during surveillance.

Valuable information for ticks - Hosts

*Slide courtesy of SCWDS



Haemaphysalis longicornis,  
the Asian Longhorned Tick

• In 2017, USDA confirmed the presence of the 
Asian Longhorned tick (Haemaphysalis 
longicornis) 

• Native to Southeastern Asian
• Reproduction by parthenogenesis

– Single female can produce 1,000 – 2,000 
eggs at a time

 



Asian Longhorned Tick (ALHT)

• Probably arrived in the United States in or 
before 2010, potentially on domestic pets, 
horses, livestock or people. 
– Exact mode of entry unknown
– Haemaphysalis leporispalustris

• ALHT is a competent vector 
– Parasites, Bacteria, Viruses



USDA
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/maps/animal-

health/asian-longhorned-tick 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/maps/animal-health/asian-longhorned-tick
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/maps/animal-health/asian-longhorned-tick


GA Distribution

• Cattle
• Opossum
• Cat
• Deer
• Environment

 



Potential Impacts 
to Animal Health

• Causes stress
• Affects growth
• Decreased production 

(i.e. milk)
• Severe anemia and 

death
• Theileria orientalis 

subtype ikeda (identified 
in other states)



What’s next?

• Awareness
• Education
• Submit ticks!
• Surveillance

https://agr.georgia.gov/asian-longhorned-tick

https://agr.georgia.gov/asian-longhorned-tick


GDA
https://agr.georgia.gov/asian-longhorned-tick.aspx 

USDA
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/maps/animal-

health/asian-longhorned-tick 

SCWDS
https://scwds.shinyapps.io/haemaphysalis/ 

https://agr.georgia.gov/asian-longhorned-tick.aspx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/maps/animal-health/asian-longhorned-tick
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/maps/animal-health/asian-longhorned-tick
https://scwds.shinyapps.io/haemaphysalis/


Many thanks!

• USDA
• UGA – SCWDS, Extension
• DPH
• GDA staff
• And others…



https://agr.georgia.gov/yellow-legged-hornet 

https://agr.georgia.gov/yellow-legged-hornet


GDA Animal Health

State Veterinarian

404-656-3667

AnimalHealth@agr.Georgia.gov
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