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Pesticide Safety Education 
UGA Extension’s Pesticide Safety Education Program (PSEP) is housed 
in the Entomology Department. 

Our new website address: psep.uga.edu

Program Contact 
Allison Johnson 

ajohns14@uga.edu
706-542-9031 
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Program Resources  
UGA Extension’s Pesticide Safety Education Program (PSEP) promotes the responsible and safe 
use of pesticides throughout Georgia. 

Educational Resources Training Programs Study Guides Homeowner Education



Ch-ch-ch-changes to Certification & Training 
üGDA updated certification and training (C&T) plans to meet EPA 

approval 
üWho is affected? 

üAny new applicators seeking commercial or private licenses or 
licensed applicators seeking recertification credits (everyone!)

2017: EPA certification 
of applicators plan was 

revised  

2018: GDA started 
C&T revision

March 2020: GDA 
submitted draft copy of 

certification plan 

May 2021: GDA 
received 1st  EPA 

review of C&T plan

December 2021: 
GDA submitted 

revisions

March 2022: 
Received comments 

from EPA 

May 2022: 
Resubmitted 

plan

Received several more 
comments through 2022 
& made additional edits

December 2022: 
Submitted final version 

of plan

April 2023: Plan 
approved by EPA HQ



Important C&T Updates
üGDA anticipates 1–2-year process to complete necessary 

regulation changes
üGDA will need [at least] 1 year to update training and exam 

materials 
üAerial application (drones), soil fumigation, and non-soil 

fumigation 
üCertified applicators supervising non-certified applicators 

üMet the training requirements for 40 CFR 171.201(d) 
üOR met the training reqs for an Ag Handler (40 CFR 170.501)

ü If you are certified applicator but not in that category, you are 
officially considered a noncertified applicator 



Structural Pest Division

• Minimum age of 18 for Certified Operators
• Updated competency standards for certification of Certified 

Operators
• Additional requirements for proctoring of exams
• Provisions for right of entry (NOI)
• New requirements for supervision of noncertified applicators 

(GA Registered Employees)



Agricultural Inputs Division

• Right of entry for inspections for 
collecting different samples & 
records

• Record keeping for RUP’s: name, 
address & EPA registration number

• Record keeping for noncertified 
applicators:  name, supervisor & 
training

• Minimum age to 18
• List requirements for proctor during 

the commercial applicator exam

• Update competency standards for 
certification of commercial 
applicators

• Continuing education standards 
must define quantity & quality of 
content, frequency of monitoring 
courses. 

• Adopt online & distance policy
• Standards for direct supervision of 

noncertified applicators
• Reciprocity evaluation, application 

& termination process



Management Season
üEl Niño impacts GA’s agriculture & pest 

management seasons 
üDelayed plantings & changes to mosquito 

season 
üWeather impacts from these conditions worsen 

in the winter and following spring 
üExpect similar shifts in pest seasons in 2024 
üRainy and warm spring 
üMonitoring will be 

ühttps://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predi
ctions/90day/

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/90day/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/90day/


Climate & Ag in the SE 
ühttps://site.extension.uga.edu/

climate/
üNewsletter by our own Pam 

Knox 
üKeep up to date on weather 

that impacts production 
systems as well as pests 

ü“Winter 2023 is going to have 
cooler daytime temps and 
cloudy conditions with a lot of 
precipitation”

https://site.extension.uga.edu/climate/
https://site.extension.uga.edu/climate/


MM & Pollinator Protection 
üMost news stories involving MM in 2023 have been related to 

pollinators & pollinator protection 
üFinding the balance between effective MM and protecting 

pollinators 
üRecordkeeping redundancy à Protect your accounts! 

üHave more than one recordkeeping system 
üSome folks are wearing bodycams 

üEncourage clients to disclose locations of pollinator gardens & 
sensitive sites (not just hives) 

üKeep training applicators to recognize sensitive sites and avoid 
flowering plants & weeds 



Symptoms of Pesticide Exposure

Decline
Dead brood or newly emerged workers
Abnormal queen behavior & queen death
Excessive #s of dead and dying bees at hive entrance 
Regurgitation of stomach contents & tongue extension 

Behavioral Changes 
Increased defensiveness 
Bees move slowly as though they have been chilled
Abnormal dances or confusion at hive entrance 
Jerky, wobbly movements; spinning on back 

Reduced Activity
Lack of foraging on normally attractive blooming crop
Immobile, lethargic bees unable to leave flowers 
Forager disorientation, reduced efficiency 

1203170
Carl Dennis, Auburn University
Bugwood.org

Normal vs Abnormal Egg Laying Patterns 



Mosquito Vectored Illnesses in the US 
üWest Nile and Malaria have been showing up 

throughout the US in numbers bigger than years 
past
üMost are usually from travel, but locally 

acquired malaria was detected this year     
(for the 1st time in decades) 
ü9 cases originating from the US (from TX 

& Sarasota Co., FL) 
üOnly supports the importance of having strong 

integrated MM programs in our community 
ü Including public education to shift 

perception



Questions? 

Emma Grace Crumbley,  
@emma_the_entomologist


